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The nesting box pictured above has been
carefully designed to meet bluebird require-
ments, to last for years, and to provide for easy
mounting and easy access for sbearvation and
cleaning. it cannot be entered by starlings and,
if properly located, sparmow interference will be
somewhat minimized.

Painting. MNesting boxes made of cedar,
cypress, redwood or exterior grade phywood
need nol be painted. Boxes made of other
woods will last longer if painted with exterior
type latex paint, Use light colors only to prevent
overheating. Paint only the outside of the bax.
Do not use paints that contain lead or toxic
wood preservatives such as pentachlono-
phenal. Exterior plywood is recommended for
the top board since it will not warp.

Locatlon. Selecting a suitable location for the
biuebird nesting box is of utmost importance.
Unigrtunately bluetirds no longer nest in cities,
large lowns, or close-in suburban areas. Thus
success can be expectad only in far-out-
lying suburbs, In small towns, and rural
areas,

Bluebird nesting boxes should be erected in
reasonably open areas since the birds will not
nest in the woods and rarely in the deep shade.
Bast of all is an open area with scattered rees,
a considerable distance from buildings, and
where the ground is nol covered with under-
brush or tall grass or weeds. Paslures, fields,

open waste lands, large lawns, cameleries and
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Dimensions

shown are for
boards 34"
thick
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Idealty, the bluebird nesting box should face an
open area with a tree, large shrub or fence from
25 to 100 feat in front of the box. The young
birds will usually reach this on their first flight
and have a better chance of sunviving the first
critical hours out of the nest. Bluebirds usually
will not nest closer together than about
100 yvards.,

Mounting. By using the small holes shown in
the top and botiom extensions of the back-
board, the box may be nailed or screwed fo thie
top or side of a wooden post, or it may be bolted
or wired to the top or side of a metal post. A
smooth metal past such as a galvanized pipe is
preferred to a wooden post since it offers better
protection against climbing predators, particu-
larty if the post is coated with soft grease while
the bivebirds are occupying the box. A 1 or 3
inch galvanized pipe threaded at one end can
be neathy and firmly attached to the bottom of
the box by means of a pipe flange which may
be obtained at any hardware store. A biuebird
nesting box on a woodean post may be pro-
tected from predators by means of a sheet
metal collar or conical guard 18 or maore inches
wide attached just below the box, Where pred-
ators are not a problem nesting boxes may be
mounted conveniently on posts of existing
fences, on utility poles (it the utility company
permils), or on the trunks of isolated trees
(never among the branches). if posts of pas-
ture fences are used the boxes should be on
the side away from the animals. Bluebird nest-
ing boxes should be mounted at a height of
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=" BLUEBIRD NESTING BOX
PLANS AND INSTRUCTIONS

Use 134" galvanized siding nails
or aluminum nails, 134" for
dowel.

Drill 3/3z" holes in dowel for
easy nailing.

With top in place, hold clear in
exact position for nailing by
reaching through botom of
box be%ore bottom board is
attached.

Cut 34" off cach corner of bot-
tom board as shown.
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of vandalism. They should preferably ba set out
by late winter.

Raccoons. A raccoon guard made of a
small board 112" thick with a 1%" hole
helps to control raccoons and other large
predators. This guard is attached firmiy to
the front of the box so that the hole coin-
cidas exactly with the entrance hole in
the box. Extra deep nesting boxes are
also helpful,

Sparrows. The common house sparrow, an
introduced foreign bird, is one of the worst
enemies of the bluebird. Sparows are dis-
couraged o some extent by the small ficor size
of the bluebird nesting box, by mounting the
box rather low (3 to 5 feet), and by locating the
box at a considerable distance from buildings
or other places where sparrows tend o con-
gregate. If sparrows do use the nesting box
their nests should be removed repeatedly,
daily if necessary, during the nasting season.

Maintenance. Bluebird nests should be
removed from the boxes as soon as the young
have left since this will increase the chances of
second or third broods being raised inthe same
boxes. The boxes should be Inspected,
cleaned, and repaired it necassary in iate
winter each year, making sure that the
drain holes in the floors are open.

For more information write
The Morth American Bluebird Society






